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Wildcat CHEMISTRY

Class Website: www.wshssciencesefton.yolasite.com (or link through the media center Science Department Wiki Pages)

This information is being provided to you to make you aware of my expectations for you.  It includes information about the course as well as classroom policies and procedures.  Following these guidelines will be part of what allows you to have a successful experience in science this year.  The other part of having a successful experience will be your commitment and hard work.  I believe that our activities in the classroom and the laboratory are based on mutual respect.  I regard you as responsible young adults and assume that you’re familiar with the regulations in the student handbook.  Those rules, along with the following expectations, will govern our activities in chemistry.  Please note that this document is not all encompassing.  As the year progresses, there may be a need to modify these guidelines.

Required Materials
· Calculator: A calculator will be regularly used; therefore it is important that you bring it to class daily! Student will NOT be permitted to use graphing calculators or share calculators on assessments.

· Composition Notebook: These will be provided to the student on the first day of class. They will be completed according to specific guidelines given and students must bring them every day. 

· Goggles: Provided and necessary for all labs, regardless of if the student already wears glasses.
Attendance/Tardies
· Attendance is important!

· You will be marked tardy if you are not in your seat ready to work when the bell goes off.  One tardy will result in a warning and any subsequent tardies will result in consequences.

· If you are absent, you will have as many days to make up your work as you were out. If your absence is unexcused, you will receive a zero for each assignment, quiz or test completed in your absence.  

· If your absence is excused, FIRST check the class box/weekly assignments box on the cabinet shelf for any assignments or handouts and the class webpage for any additional notes, daily questions etc. Approach a classmate to make arrangements for copying notes. SECOND approach me before/after class or school about arranging time to make up missed class activities, labs, quizzes and/or tests. None of your make up work is to be done during class time.

· Labs need to be made up the week they were missed; see me to schedule a make up time.

· For tests or quizzes that are announced in advance you will be expected to make them up the day you return to class.  (Exceptions can be made for long term absences.)

· If you are on a field trip, you are responsible for the work done that day.  Any work due that day must be turned in on time.  You will not have an extended period of time to make up the work.

· It is your responsibility to ask for work missed when you are absent, and to update your journal.  It is also your responsibility to submit assignments on time.

· It is your responsibility to keep your journal up to date, including days that you are absent.

Notebook and Journal
· You are expected to maintain some kind of folder/binder with sections for homework, tests, and quizzes, lab reports, and handouts.  Class and reading notes will be kept in your journal.
· Your journal will be evaluated regularly.   I will specifically look at your notes and your organization.
· If you are having trouble in class, be sure to bring your materials with you when we meet so that I can help you find ways to improve your performance. 

Laboratory

All of the attached guidelines apply to the lab.  Additional guidelines will be discussed in the case of specific labs.  Lab is an integral part of the course, but also is potentially dangerous.  Therefore: No unsafe practices will be tolerated. This is up to the discretion of the teacher.
Homework

· All assignments should have the appropriate heading. 

· Homework is an important part of the learning process.  Assignments are to be done on loose-leaf paper and will be checked for completion or collected at the beginning of class.  

· Late work turned in the same day or the next day will receive half credit; work turned in two days late will receive 25% credit; work turned in more than two days late will be evaluated but will receive no credit.
· All assignments will as promptly as possible be recorded as “received” or “missing” with an additional note stating that either you did not turn it in or you were absent. 

· Students are expected to record assignments given in class.
· Working together is encouraged; copying other people’s work is not.  Cheating will not be tolerated.
Cheating

It is very important that you understand the penalties for cheating.  The only time you may work on homework together is in the classroom when I have assigned group work.  Working together mean “working together …. talking about the problem.”  You may not copy another person’s work in this class, study hall, lunch or another classroom.  If you are caught doing this, your paper as well as the paper of the other student will receive a zero.  If you choose to work on an assignment from another class or copy work from another student for another class, the material will be taken away from you and given to that teacher.  Your chemistry lab work will be identical to your partner as far as data, but your answers to questions, conclusion and comments must be your own.  If you are typing your work, do not copy it for other students.  The consequence for the first incidence of cheating is a zero on the assignment and a call home.  If this happens again, you will be referred to the office for an academic violation and receive a zero.

If you are caught cheating on a test, you will receive a zero, your parents will be notified, and you will be referred to the office for an academic violation.  The second time you will fail the class for the quarter.

Evaluation

· Grades are based on the percentage of total points earned.  Points are earned for lab reports, homework, tests, quizzes, whiteboarding sessions, class work, your journal and other special assignments.  The grading scale is in your student handbook.

· You are expected to keep track of your own grade.  If your records do not agree with what is posted on PowerSchool, please see me as soon as possible. If you believe that you turned in an assignment and my records do not show that I received it, you need to let me know immediately.
· At the end of each semester a comprehensive final will be given.  Your semester grade is based on each quarter grade (40%) and the final exam grade (20%).

Classroom Procedures
· Be in your seat ready to work when class starts.  Assignments and class materials should be on the desk; other materials should be out of the way.  

· Name, date, and period in the upper right corner.

· Stapling, pencil sharpening, and other activities need to be done before class starts or during times when this is allowed. 

· No eating or drinking is permitted in science rooms on lab days; this includes water. Food and drink are permitted when lab is not in session, but if they cause a mess or a disruption, you will lose the privilege of having them in the classroom. 
· Lab partners, groups, and seats are assigned by the instructor.

· Listen courteously when other people are speaking.  Expect them to extend the same courtesy to you. 

· Show respect to your classmates during “board meetings”.

· A pass is required to leave the room.  Be sure to remember to sign in and out. Only one person in and out at a time.
Personal Technology

Many students now have electronic devices with them daily.  Use of these items for curricular activities is at the teacher’s discretion.  All items are to be OFF unless students are specifically instructed that they may be used for a classroom activity.  Personal technology is not to be used as a calculator nor is it acceptable to use social media, gaming, texting or other non-academic activities during class.  Inappropriate usage will result in the item being confiscated. First offense the student will be given the device back at the end of class with a warning. Second offense the phone will be turned in to the office and the student will receive a detention. Additional offenses will result in parent communication and additional punishments (lunch detention, Wednesday school, ALC, etc.)
If you choose not to uphold your responsibilities:

You, as responsible young adults, are expected to abide by these guidelines.  If you choose not to, or if you forget, I will remind you.  If this does not correct the problem, I will be happy to discuss it with you and your parents.  You will also receive detentions as well as other possible consequences depending on the severity of the problem.  As safety is incredibly important in a science class, any severe disruptions will result in immediate removal from the classroom.

Communication
I have high expectations for you and for this year.  I hope you will discover that chemistry is exciting, challenging, and fun.  There may be times that you don’t understand everything, or you aren’t sure what I want.  When this happens, please let me know. I am here to teach you and I truly want to see you succeed. I am available to work with you; please see me about a time in advance.   I can be contacted at school (797-6000, ext. 8005) and by email (SeftonL@wcsoh.org).   

Please return the attached letter so that I know that you and your parents have had the opportunity to review these course guidelines as well as the lab safety regulations.

8/10 ls
Ms. Sefton:

We have read and discussed the chemistry guidelines and lab safety addendum that were distributed in class. We are aware of how to reach you with questions and concerns and we support these guidelines.

________________________________________           _______________________________________

Printed Student Name                                                              Printed Parent/Guardian Name

_____________________________________                  ______________________________________

Student Signature                                                                       Parent/Guardian Signature

_____________________                                                    ______________________
Date                                                                                      Date

